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TAGS: PFOR, PINS, LA, RP 

SUB J : SITUATION IN SAVANNAKHET 

1. WE HAVE RECEIVED CONFIRMATION THAT OUR COLLEAGUES IN 
SAVANNAKHET WERE ALLOWED TO RETURN HOME WITH THE UNDER- 
STANDING THAT THEY WOULD STAY THERE. "A FORM OF VOLUNTARY 
HOUSE ARREST,” AS SANDY STONE PUT IT. 

2. WE HAVE BEEN PRESSING THE GOVERNMENT FOR AN EARLY 
RESOLUTION OF THE SITUATION AND PARTICULARLY FOR GETTING 
ALL OUR COLLEAGUES OUT OF THERE. WE HAVE JUST NOW BEEN 
INFORMED THAT THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR, PHENG PHONGSAVAN, 
AND HIS SECRETARY OF STATE, DEAUNE SOUNNARATH, WILL BE 
GOING DOWN THERE THIS AFTERNOON TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE 
DEMONSTRATORS. WE WERE ADVISED THAT IT WOULD BE PRE- 
FERABLE, UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, TO WAIT UNTIL THEY 
ASSESS THE SITUATION ON THE GROUND BEFORE SENDING IN 
PLANES TO EVACUATE OUR FRIENDS. WE HOPE TO HAVE A 
GREEN LIGHT TOMORROW AND WILL BE STANDING BY TO DO 
THIS. 
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3. ACTING USAID DIRECTOR RAMSEY HAS ALSO RECEIVED A 
LETTER FROM TIAO JAISVASD VISOUTHIPHONG, ACTING DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF HOSPITALS, MINISTRY OF HEALTH, IN WHICH THE 
DOCTOR MAKES AN "URGENT REQUEST" TO EVACUATE THE DOCTORS 
AND NURSES AT THE OB HOSPITAL AT KENG KOK, WHICH IS 
SOME 35 KILOMETERS FROM SAVANNAKHET. THERE APPEARS 
TO BE A DEMONSTRATION DEVELOPING THERE ALSO. WE HAVE SENT 
A PORTER AIRCRAFT TO EVACUATE THE SIX FILIPINOS AT THIS 
HOSPITAL AND ARE IN TOUCH WITH THEM. WE HAVE 
ALSO ADVISED THE PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR, JOSE EVANGELISTA, 

OF THE LETTER AND OF OUR ACTIONS. 

CHAPMAN 
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